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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS. 

WHICHEVER IS LONGER. FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a}. In no event, however, nnay a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S. C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 , line 4, recites "said inner cavity," which lacks antecedent basis, and 
should evidently instead be "inner container." 

Claim 3, line 2, recites "the concave surface," which structure has not been 
established. 

Claim 7, line 2, recites "said inner heat-insulating casing," which lacks antecedent 
basis in claim 1 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

Claims 1-6, 8, and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over the admitted prior art in view of JP 06-46953 (JP'953). 

The admitted prior art discloses a cooker and upper cover with a non-zero 
distance between the inner container and the heater. The claims differ substantively 
from the admitted prior art only in calling for a temperature detector in the cover and 
fixed to a heat conducting plate. However JP'953 discloses, at Fig's 2 and 3 especially, 
a temperature detector 202 in the cover and fixed to a heat conducting plate (208 or 
209). It would have been obvious to adapt the cover detector of JP'953 to the prior art 
cooker to better control cooking and to avoid condensation on the lid. While JP'953 
does not explicitly disclose a silicone cover seal (claims 4 & 8), bottom temperature over 
protection sensor means, or a three layer insulating housing structure, these limitations 
do not patentably distinguish the claimed invention from the prior art. It would have been 
obvious to utilize a silicone cover seal, bottom temperature over protection sensor 
means, and a three layer insulating housing structure since these are conventional 
means commended respectively by the need to avoid condensation leaking and 
dripping down the outer housing, to avoid overheating, and to maintain the outer 
housing at temperature suitable for hand contact. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 7 and 10 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of 
the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joseph M. Pelham whose telephone number is 571- 
272-4786. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robin Evans can be reached on 571-272-4777. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




JOSEPH PELHAfvJ 
PRIMARY EXAMINED 



